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The United States Section of the International
Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC) is cur-
rently preparing an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for the Lower Colorado River Boundary and
Capacity Preservation Project.  The EIS analyzes
various alternatives for implementing the project,
looking at factors such as endangered and threatened
species impacts, cultural resources, and air quality.

The purposes of the project are to maintain
the conveyance ca-
pacity of the river
and to preserve the
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
boundary in the
24-mile river seg-
ment that forms
the U.S.-Mexico
border.  In recent
decades, changing
conditions, includ-
ing a shifting river
channel, sediment
accumulation, and
vegetation growth
have made it diffi-
cult to define the
boundary line in
the river channel.
These changes
have also affected
the flood control
features of the river so the project seeks to ensure
that the river channel, floodways, and levees can safely
handle the volume of floodwaters for which the
project was originally designed.

OPTIONS STUDIED FOR
COLORADO RIVER PROJECT

Alternatives currently being analyzed include
following the existing river channel, restoring the chan-
nel to its alignment of 30 years ago, establishing a
new alignment to maximize the efficiency of the flood
control project, and establishing a new alignment that
seeks to minimize disturbance of certain areas of na-
tive vegetation.

The project has been discussed at various
public meetings conducted by the USIBWC -- most

recently at a
November 19
meeting in Yuma,
Arizona attended
by about 50
people, including
representatives of
local and state
agencies, environ-
mental organi-
zations, and
tribes.  Additional
public meetings
are planned for
next year.

   The Draft
EIS is scheduled
to be released for
public comment in
the summer of
2004. Some
months later, the

USIBWC, in consultation with Mexico, will select an
alternative and then seek an appropriation from
Congress to implement that selection.

Colorado River near Yuma, Arizona



Just as The Boundary Marker was going to press
in December, President George W. Bush announced that
he intends to appoint Arturo Duran to be Commissioner of
the United States Section of the International Boundary
and Water Commission.  Duran previously served as Gen-
eral Manager for the Lower Valley Water District in Clint,
Texas.  In February 2003, he was appointed to be a mem-
ber of the Joint Public Advisory Committee of the Com-
mission for Environmental Cooperation.  Mr. Duran pre-
viously served as an Environmental Coordinator for the
Environmental Protection Agency in El Paso, Texas.
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PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES INTENT
TO APPOINT DURAN TO HEAD USIBWC

Mr. Duran was raised in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico
and came to the United States after graduating from
high school.  He attended New Mexico State University
in Las Cruces, New Mexico where he received his bach-
elors and masters degrees in Chemical Engineering.

As General Manager of the Lower Valley Wa-
ter District in El Paso County, he was responsible for
providing potable water, sewer, solid waste, parks and
recreation, and flood control services to several com-
munities.

IBWC SALUTES COMMISSIONER RAMIREZ
In November, Carlos M. Ramirez, Commissioner

of the United States Section of the International Boundary
and Water Commission (USIBWC), resigned for medical
reasons following two years of distinguished service to the
Commission.  Ramirez, former Mayor of El Paso, Texas,
was appointed to the Commis-
sion post by President George
W. Bush in 2001.

During his tenure at the
USIBWC, Commissioner
Ramirez addressed one of the
most vexing issues in the U.S.-
Mexico relationship – that of
Mexico’s deficit in delivery of
water to the United States in the
Rio Grande.  Commissioner
Ramirez and his Mexican coun-
terpart, Commissioner Arturo
Herrera, concluded two agree-
ments on the subject – Minutes
308 and 309 – which laid the
groundwork for improved bina-
tional planning for the Rio
Grande to ensure sustainable
basin management.

Internally, Commis-
sioner Ramirez brought positive
change to the U.S. Section by
establishing the Program and Project Management Divi-
sion (PPMD).  Using existing staff and resources,

PPMD offers a more efficient means of cradle-to-grave
project management to coordinate projects effectively
among different USIBWC offices and divisions.

Commissioner Ramirez also moved the agency
toward greater public participation.  During his tenure,

the number of Citizens’ Fo-
rum boards expanded from
one to five.  These commu-
nity boards conduct regular
public meetings in various
border cities to promote the
exchange of information be-
tween the USIBWC and the
public about Commission
activities and related
projects.

On behalf of the staff
at the USIBWC, Acting
Commissioner Debra J.
Little said, “Commissioner
Ramirez taught us so much
during his time at the
USIBWC, particularly
about accountability to the
public.  He never shied from
public outreach, whether by
meeting with the press or
promoting the Citizens’ Fo-

rum program.  He greatly increased the visibility of the
Commission in the communities where we work.”

Com. Ramirez (r) received the Christiaan Petrus
Fox Citizen of the Year 2001 award from Ft. Bliss
Commanding General Stanley E. Green



The USIBWC is making progress in shoring up
three irrigation structures located in the Canalization
Project.  These structures -- the Hatch Siphon, Rincon
Siphon, and Picacho Flume -- are an important part of
the irrigation convey-
ance system for the El-
ephant Butte Irrigation
District in Southern
New Mexico.

USIBWC Up-
per Rio Grande Project
Manager Hector
Maynes gave an update
on the projects at the
October 27 meeting of
the Commission’s Rio
Grande Citizens’ Forum
in Las Cruces, New
Mexico.

Maynes noted
that the two siphons
were built between 1917
and 1919 to convey irri-
gation water beneath the
Rio Grande from one side of the river to water crops on
the other side of the river.

“Although the structures are sound,” Maynes
told the audience, “field inspections of the siphons have
revealed minor leakage in some of the vertical joints.”

RIO GRANDE IRRIGATION PROJECTS ADVANCE
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Delivery of water by Mexico to the United States
has been on the rise.  Under the 1944 Water Treaty,
Mexico is to deliver to the U.S. an annual average of
350,000 acre-feet of water to the Rio Grande from six
of its tributaries.  Since 1992, Mexico has incurred a
deficit in those deliveries of 1.3 million acre-feet.

During the water delivery year that concluded
in October, Mexico delivered 399,964 acre-feet, based
on an agreement reached with the United States early in
2003.  In the first two months of the current water year,
Mexico has already provided more than 100,000 acre-
feet, thanks to abundant rainfall in the  basin.  The
USIBWC is urging Mexico to significantly increase de-
liveries in 2004.

For the past several years, the International

Boundary and Water Commission has engaged in extensive
negotiations about the deficit.  Although some progress has
been made in securing short-term deliveries, a long-term
approach to tackle the water debt remains under
discussion.

The issue continues to receive high-level attention.
In November,  Texas Governor Rick Perry and Agriculture
Commissioner Susan Combs broached the subject with
Mexican President Vicente Fox during a meeting in Austin.
The issue has also come up during meetings between Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell and Mexican Foreign Affairs
Minister Luis Ernesto Derbez.  Officials from the Fox ad-
ministration have indicated that they do not want the deficit
to increase on their watch.

MEXICAN WATER DELIVERIES INCREASE IN 2003

Maynes also pointed out that beginning in the
1960s, scour holes began developing in the bed of the river
downstream of the siphons.  The scour holes were tempo-
rarily repaired by placing large boulders in the holes.

With the coop-
eration of the Elephant
Butte Irrigation District,
the USIBWC has under-
taken a program to protect
the siphons. Work on the
Erosion Protective Works
for the Hatch Siphon
should be completed this
winter.  The work consists
of installing sheet piling
across the river near the
siphon and approximately
300 feet downstream of the
siphon and placing layers
of rock in the bed of the
river between the sheet pil-
ings.   During the 2004
non-irrigation season, simi-
lar work will be done at the
Rincon Siphon.

The USIBWC is also expected to start con-
struction in 2004 to rehabilitate the Picacho Flume.  Built
in the 1920s, the flume is a bridge structure that carries
irrigation water over the river.

Work is underway on the Hatch Siphon
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