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APRIL 17 PUBLIC MEETING IN LAREDO
TO DISCUSS RIO GRANDE ISSUES

The United States Section of the International Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC)
invites the public to an informational meeting on Tuesday, April 17, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m. at the Laredo Public
Library, 1* Floor Multipurpose Room, 1120 E. Calton Road, Laredo, TX 78041. The purpose of the
meeting is to inform the public about Commission activities in the region related to Rio Grande water
quality and flood control.

The Commission is responsible for applying the boundary and water treaties between the United
States and Mexico. The Commission operates and maintains Amistad and Falcon Dams on the Rio
Grande, performs water quality monitoring, provides oversight of the Nuevo Laredo International
Wastewater Treatment Plant, accounts for the national ownership of waters of the Rio Grande in
accordance with the 1944 Water Treaty, demarcates the international boundary at the international
bridges, and operates and maintains Rio Grande flood control levees at various locations along the
international boundary.

At the public meeting, U.S. Commissioner Edward Drusina will discuss the planned reopening of

the USIBWC Office in Laredo with full-time staff.

"The U.S. Section of the International Boundary and Water Commission is committed to working
with the residents in the Laredo area to improve Rio Grande conditions. I encourage members of the

public to attend the meeting to learn more about our initiatives," said Commissioner Drusina.



USIBWC personnel will also give a presentation about the 2010 Rio Grande flood. Upstream
from Laredo, Amistad Dam was in flood operations beginning in July 2010 after Hurricane Alex
inundated the Rio Grande Basin with heavy rainfall. By holding back floodwaters at Amistad Dam, the

Commission was able to limit flooding at Laredo-Nuevo Laredo that otherwise could have been worse.

Staff will also discuss improvements the USIBWC is making in its equipment that measures Rio
Grande flow as well as efforts to enhance communication and data exchange with Mexico regarding
conditions in the Rio Grande basin in both countries. The Commission is also working to improve U.S.-

Mexico coordination on a variety of issues through a planned international watershed initiative.

USIBWC personnel from the Texas Clean Rivers Program for the Rio Grande will discuss the
2011 study regarding water quality in the Rio Grande at Laredo. The study included the participation of
the City of Laredo Health Department Laboratory, Laredo Community College, the Rio Grande
International Study Center, Texas A & M International University, the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality's Region 16 office in Laredo, and the Big River Foundation. The study focused

on a 27-mile study area in the Laredo area and identified possible sources of bacteria impacting the river.

There will also be an opportunity for the public to ask questions about Commission operations

and plans.

A complete meeting agenda follows. The event is free and the public is encouraged to attend.

Refreshments will be served. Members of the public who would like more information may call 956-848-

5211 or e-mail[sally.spener@ibwec.gov. |

For media inquiries:

Sally Spener
915-832-4175
[ sally.spener@ibwc.gov |
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USIBWC Public Information Meeting
6:30 — 8:30 P.M.
April 17,2012
Laredo Public Library, Multipurpose Room, 1% Floor
1120 E. Calton Road
Laredo, Texas 78041

Agenda

1. 6:30 — 6:40 Welcome and Introductions — Commissioner Edward Drusina

2. 6:40 — 6:50 Reopening of USIBWC Laredo Field Office — Commissioner
Edward Drusina

3. 6:50 — 7:00 Mission of the International Boundary and Water Commission —
Sally Spener, Public Affairs Officer

4. 7:00 —7:20 Report on the 2010 Flood — Sheryl Franklin, Chief of the
Operations and Maintenance Division

5. 7:20 — 7:35 Improvements to Rio Grande Flow Measurements and Data
Exchange — William Finn, Water Accounting Division, USIBWC

6. 7:35 - 8:05 Rio Grande Bacteria Study at Laredo — Elizabeth Verdecchia,
Environmental Protection Specialist, Texas Clean Rivers Program for the
Rio Grande

7. 8:05 — 8:20 International Watershed Initiative — Gabriel Duran, Civil
Engineer Planner, Master Planning Division, USIBWC

8. 8:20 - 8:30 Identification and Discussion of Topics of Interest to the Public
- All

If you have a disability that you wish to self-identify confidentially that requires accommodation,
please advise us ahead of time at{sally.spener@ibwc.gov.] For more information, call 956-848-
5211.
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