INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

Ciudad Juarez, Chih.

MINUTE HO,., 262 Decenber 26, 1579

INTERMATIONAL BOUMDARY AND VATER COMMISSION
UEIITED1§TATES AND MEXICO

_ RECOMMENDATIONS FOR VICRKS TO PRESERVE roRr
THE RIO GRAWDE ITS CHARACTER AS THE INTERJATIGIIAL BOUNDARY
IN THE REACH FROM CAJONCITOS, CHIHUAHUA TO HACIESNDITA, TEXAS

The Comnission met in the offices of the Mexican
Section in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua at 10:00 a,.m, on
December 26, 1975, to ccnsider recommendations for

" works which should be exccuted to preserve for the Rio
Grande its character as the international boundarv in
the 199~-mile (320 Xilometer) reach fron Cajoncitos,
Chihuahua to Haciendita, Texas nursuant to "The Treaty
Betiean the United States ang lexico to Pesolve Pending
Boundary Differences and Maintain the Rio Grande andg
Colorado River as the International Houndary" signed
Novenber 23, 1970, hereinafter referred to as "The 1879
Treaty”. '

The Cormission reviewed the problem that has
develoved in the Cajoncitos-Haciendita reach of the Rio
Grande incident to the reduction in its flows in recent
decades to the extent that the river is not capable of
naturally maintaining its channel. The Commissioners
noted that in many places the channel has beconme S0
filled with sediment and Decome SO overqgrown with
veqetation that the channel, and hence the boundary, is
difficult to find. The Cormissioners noted that sesveral
changes in the courze of the river occurred in 1972 hacanse
of the high water of that year and because of the lack of a
well-defined chanrel, and that the Commission will have to
take up these cases vnder the terms of the 1570 Treaty,

The Cornmission agreed that this reach of the Rio Grande
bPresents a serious boundary probler and that unless
neasures are soon taken to restore and preserve the
channel, its character as the boundarv will ke cornletely
lost in large sections of tha reach, and that in other
sections of the reach the river nay be expected to change
its course to cause secavation of tracts of lands fron on2
side of tha river to the other. The Commission noted that
this is the onlyv reach in the 1250 miles (2013 kilcneters)
of the boundzary marked by the Rio Crande that the described
problen exists, because in other reaches the river has
gufficient flow to naturally maintain its channel,




The Cormission reviewed the 1970 Treaty and observed
that one of its principal purposes is to provide for
restoration of the character of the Rio Grande as the
international boundary 4n the reaches where that
character has hecn lost, to preserve that character, and
to mininize changes in the channel, The Commissionars
noted that Article IV C (1) stipulates that "The
Connission shall recomend to thz two Governments, the
execution of works it may consider advisable and practical
for improvement and stabilization of the channels of the Rio
Grande and of the Colorado River in their limitrophe
sections...”

The Commission reviewed the "Joint Report of the
Principal Engineers on Plans and Procedures to Preserve the
Channel of the Rio Grande as the International Boundary in
the Reach from the end of the Pectification Project near
Cajoncitos to Haciendita", dated April 11, 1979, ang
subnitted by Principal Fngineers Delbert D, icNealy and
Jenaro Faz Reves. The text is attached to this HMinute and
forms a part hereof.

The Commission agreed that inprovement and maintenance
of the channel of the Rio Grande and adjoining overbank areas
in the Cajoncitos~Haciendita reach, in accordance with the
engineering plans proposed by the Principal ongineers in
their Joint Renort, would be the most practical means of
restoring and preserving for the Rio CGrande its character as
the international boundary. The Commissioners further aqreed
that division of the restoration work and of the maintenance
work as preposed by the Principal Engineers would effact an
equal division of the costs between the two Governments, with
the understanding that such divisions should be subiect to
exchanges of itens of construction work and of items of
naintenance work to facilitate their performance, as nay be
agreed upon by the Commission. :

The Commission also agreed that the propasal bv the
Principal Fnginecrs to provide ang maintaln a cleared bern
on each bank of the river channel for a width of 100 feet
(30.5 neters) fronm the international houndary excent for a
25-foot (7.6 meter) strin of natural veqetation along each
bank, would satisfy the requirement of Article IV B {l) of
the 1970 Treaty; namely that each Government shall prohibit
the construction of works which, in the judgment of the
Conmnission, may cause deflection or obstruction of the
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nornal flow of the river or of its flood flows. The
Commissioners also agreed that such cleared width will
be consistent with that provided for in Hinute Mo, 247
for the lowvermost section of the reach fron Paradero to
BHaciendita.

The Cormission then referred to Article IV C (2)
of the 1270 Treaty whnicihi provides that as soon as nay
be. practical, after the two Governments avnprove the
Comnission's recommendaticn, each of the cortracting
States shall execute, at its expense, its share of the
constructicn, operation and maintenance €or the
improvement and stabilization of the channels. The
Commissioners confirmed the urgency of execution of
the plan for preservation of the channel in the
Cajoncitos~tHaciendita reach and agreed that it should
be completed within three vears subject to and after
approval of the recommendations by the two Governnments.
They further aqreed that because of the long length of
the channel to he improved by each Government through
its Section of the Commission, and because ecach
Covernnent can pervform its share of the channel work
and of the adjcining overbank clearing and other work
on its side of the river without in any way interfering
with or depending upon the wvork of the other, the
execution of the works by the two Governments does not
have to be undertaken and performed sinultancously.
Each Covernment through its Section may proceed
independently to perform its share of the work in
accordance with its schedule under the supervision of
the Comnission.

The Commission then adopted the following
Recommendations subject to the approval of the two
Governnents:

1. That the two Governments, through their
respective Sections of the Conmission and under
its supervision, construct the works for the
preservation of the channel of the Rio Crande as
the international bhoundary in the Cajoncitos-
Haciendita reach, in accordance with the plan and
procedures described in the Joint Peport. of the
Principal fngineers on Plans and Procedures to
Preserve the Channel of the Rio Grande as the
International Boundary in the Reach from the End
of the Rectification Project near Cajoncitos to
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Faciendita, dated April 11, 1979, the text of which
is attached to this iHinute and forne a part hereof,
and subsequently maintain the works as described in
the sane reoport: and thatthe costs of the works of
construction and of naintenance bLe emqually divided,
with each Government periorming threugh its Section
of the Commission one-half of the works of
constructicn and of maintenance as described in the
Joint Report of the Principal Endineers,

2. That to conform with the stipulations of Article .
IV B (1) of the 1870 Treaty each Government prohibit

the construction of levees or other works in its

territory for a distance of 100 feet (30.5 meters)

from the international boundary including a 25~fcot

(7.6 meter) strip of veastation along each bank of

the river as vrovided for in the Joint Report of the
Principal Engineers.

3. That the two Covernnents, through their resnective
Sections, undertake and complete construction of the works

I

recommended within three vears after aporoval of this
Minute with the understanding that each Government throuah
its Section may proceed independently to verform its share
of the work, in accordance with its schedule under the

supervision of the Commission.

4. That this Minute requires the specific approval of the
two Governments,

" The meeting adjourned.

o Mgt A =S

F. PFriedzin yoagquin Bustamante R.
missioner for the United Stated omissioner for Hexico

Manuel 2, £ABarra Lorenzovd., Padilla
Secretary for the United States Secretary for the Mexican
_ Section . Section
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