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Dr. Smith from NMSU coIIected 400 water samples
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A stakeholder group was formed to




So, what will the Report say to







Possible sources of E. coli bacteria accordlng to
a‘NM Environment Deps men

1. Impervious surface/parking lot runoff
2. Urbanized high density areas

3. Municipal point source discharges

4. On-site treatment systems

5. Confined feeding operations

6. Waste from pets
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Possible Sources

" Impervious surface/parking lot runoff

The City of Las Cruces as well as Dona Ana County has a
well-managed plan for stormwater runoff.

S RN For more information go to:
www.las-cruces.org/Departments
www.donaanacounty.org




Possible Sources

Urbanized high density areas

The City of Las Cruces has a Storm Water
Management Plan that addresses common
water quality pollutants:

* E. coli bacteria, such as pet waste
* Yard waste
* Restaurant grease

=8 Oil




Possible Sources

Municipal point source discharges

The City of Las Cruces’ Jacob Hands
Wastewater Treatment Plant

processes and treats approximately 4 billion
gallons of sewage a year before it is
discharged into the Rio Grande
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" On-site treatment systems

Failing septic systems or cesspools can be a major source of
pollution to ground water and rivers. In Albuquerque, 16% of the
E. coli came from humans. Replacing septic systems with
centralized treatment plants can help.

Inspect and pump septic
systems as needed: Every 1-5
years, depending on the

number of residents



Possible Sources

Runoff from confined animal feeding operations

*Provide stormwater
basins and protective




Possible Sources
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Waste from Pets

(Z-7X), IF YOU THINK

! Domestic animals: Pet waste:

ﬁ 2% PICKING UP Always remember to pick up
& DOG POOP after your pet

IS UNPLEASANT,

TRY DRINKING IT. A study in Albuquerque
found 22% of the E. coli

s ] ‘Pat wasta washes Into storm drains, polluting our <5’
rivers, lakes and drinking water sources, Get the scoop. ',:';-
!mm‘%’-




Possible Sources
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Rangeland Grazing

Proper Management such as rest and rotation practices can maintain a

healthy rangeland. This can reduce erosion and stormwater flows, and

increase infiltration. Healthy riparian strips next to rivers and streams
can stop E. coli input to streams.




Waste from Waterfowl

Waterfowl are particularly fond of waters that have low
vegetation surrounding the edge of the pond
A study in Albuquerque found that 33% of the E. coli bacteria
came from avian sources




Possible Sources

Waste from wildlife other than waterfowl

High populations of warm-blooded wildlife (birds and mammals)
can create high concentrations of waste. If specific locations are
noted, habitat can be created to encourage them to move or they

can be scared away




A healthy watershed will ensure good

nageme  stops E. col
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A healthy watershed will ensure good
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Provides land protection and growth,

©
c
)
Y
e
S
)
@
>
—
Q
(%]
=
(o}
B2
2
2
2
















o, TE

CHIHUAHUA

ENVIRONMENT « COMMUNITIES + AGRICULTURE
~ Balancing Stakeholder Needs ———

www.pdnwc.org




Chris Canavan

chris.canavan@state.nm.us
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