Lower Rio Grande Citizens Forum
January 30, 2013
International Boundary and Water Commission-
Lower Rio Grande Field Office
Mercedes, Texas
*Meeting Notes

Board Members in attendance:

Bill Lewis, Halff Associates

Ramon Navarro IV, City of McAllen

Carl A. Boyd, National Active and Retired Federal Employees (NARFE)
Patty Alexander

Sofia Benavides, Cameron County

Salvador Alemany, Texas A & M, Texas Forest Service

John Wood

Hudson DeYoe, University of Texas Pan American

USIBWC Staff in Attendance:
Carlos Pefia, Principal Engineer

Rodolfo Montero, Area Operations Manager

Members of the public in attendance:

Erasmo Yarrito,Jr., Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Florence Huff

George Adams

Joe Tucker

Piro Dias, Mexican Section, International Boundary and Water Commission
Georgina Aleman, Mexican Section, International Boundary and Water Commission
Corina Argullin, L & G Engineers

Oscar Ramirez, City of Donna

Pablo Medrano, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Brunilda Fuentes-Caporello, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service-ES

Eugenie Risdal

Ann Williams Cass, Proyecto Azteca and Equal Voice Network

Jaime Flores, ACC

Lauri Alvarez, Expreso Newspaper

Daniel Guerra, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Sorin O., Texas Department of Public Safety

Managing the Rio Grande in Times of Drought




Erasmo Yarrito, Jr., Rio Grande Watermaster, Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ), explained the mission of the TCEQ. Mr. Yarrito discussed where the Rio Grande
basin starts, the jurisdictional miles, the Watermaster Program, irrigation districts in the Valley,
agricultural diversions, municipal diversions, drought conditions, and current reservoir status.
Mr. Yarrito showed a picture of the Rio Grande upstream of Presidio that was completely dry
and footprints could be seen. Mr. Yarrito stated that TCEQ is always working in "drought"
mode and that a drought is not something that happens overnight. Mr. Yarrito explained that if
the reservoirs are not at full capacity then they are in a drought which is technically all the time.
Water conservation should be the norm rather than wait until it's too late. There are two major
tributaries from which the United States receives 100% of inflow. One is the Pecos River, which
starts in New Mexico, and the other is the Devils River.

Public- You mentioned you have 1600 customers and those customers get water rights.
Let's say Irrigation X has 30 of these water rights holders, do they all call the Watermaster and
tell him | need X amount of water? How exactly does it trickle down?

Erasmo Yarrito, Jr.- The 1600 water rights holders that we deal with on a monthly basis
are folks that deal with our office directly. The Irrigation Districts for the most part, about 95 %
of the irrigation district farmers, do not have water rights with the State. They have water
rights within the district. The district is the water holder and then they distribute the water
within their district.

Public- Back in the 1990s they went into a water usage plan. Why haven't they gone
into that yet?

Erasmo Yarrito, Jr.- Each city has a certain amount of water rights. It is up to each
individual city to decide when and if they are going to implement the drought contingency
plans. Everybody has to have a drought contingency plan by State law.

Public- There have been talks about New Mexico wanting to dam up the Pecos River and
as water becomes more of a precious commodity, what impact would that have on Amistad
Reservoir on the Rio Grande and how would that impact us here in the Rio Grande Valley?

Erasmo Yarrito, Jr.- Each state will manage the water the way they feel necessary. If
New Mexico does do that, | believe there is a Compact between the two states, that they have
to supply a certain amount of water regardless. The Pecos River is also fed by some springs that
are downstream within Texas. They also have water rights holders who have to take water out
of the river.

Public- Has there been a time when the Watermaster has not been able to give the user
as much water as they are allowed?

Erasmo Yarrito, Jr.- In the 40 years of the Watermaster's program history, we have never
gone into a negative allocation, which means we would take water away from folks because we
could not deliver municipal water. Our primary goal will be to deliver the municipal water.
Agriculture comes in third but it is the one that has the majority of the water rights. Municipal
will be the priority; on a monthly basis we set aside that water so that we ensure that we have
the water.

Improvements to the Morillo Drain Salinity Control System




Rodolfo Montero, Area Operations Manager, USIBWC Lower Rio Grande Flood Control
Project, explained the improvements that have been done at the Morillo Drain's salinity control
system.

Public- Why is it so salty right there?

Rodolfo Montero- The soils in Mexico are very salty and the runoff from the farms
comes in. It has always been like that. There is an area north of Morillo that has salt which is
picked up when there is low flow. There is also salt in the banks of the Rio Grande that we have
to deal with.

Public- Do the USIBWC and CILA (Mexican Section of IBWC) do maintenance on that?

Rodolfo Montero- Yes, we do. Mexico is the one that does it but we share the costs.
We go about 3 times a week to check up on the project. We go around and identify the areas
of concern. CILA then coordinates the maintenance needed and USIBWC pays their share.

Public- How many siphons are there?

CILA Engineer Diaz- The area we are currently surveying has 7.

Public- What is the estimate for the capital improvement plans?

Rodolfo Montero- We have a 5 year capital improvement plan in place.

Public Comment

Public- How safe is the levee system in Cameron County? It needs maintenance and
repairs. There are brush and trees growing along the banks of the levee. Itis in terrible shape.

Rodolfo Montero- The system was tested 2 years ago in 2010. We have 5 tractor
operators who maintain 270 miles of the levee. We do one pass per year. Unfortunately that is
all we can do with the resources we have. Due to birding surveys, it has slowed down our
efficiencySo what we do is, make the pass and if there are areas with particular issues, we will
jump to it and then come back and continue our path.

Public- We drove the levee and when you get to the area where Hidalgo and Cameron
County meet, it is very obvious that Hidalgo County is very clean and pristine. In Cameron
County there are trees and bushes.

Rodolfo Montero- The reason is because of some construction projects in that area. For
them to build and raise the levees, they have to clean it up and in that sense that is how they
help us out. That is in Hidalgo County up to Baseline Road which is the boundary to Cameron
County of that section of the levee. The levees were improved all the way to Baseline.

Public- If we have another hurricane like Beulah, that levee will not hold. | know it will
not hold. Itis not in any condition to clear that kind of water. What are you going to do with all
that water if we have another Beulah?

Carlos Pefia- We came up with a plan to take care of all the levees. All of them require a
significant amount of money. So as funds are available we are taking care of the most critical
areas first. As funds are available from Congress, then we allocate those. If we had more
funds, we would do more but unfortunately we have to prioritize.

Public- Haven't the levees been self-certified by you or FEMA?

Rodolfo Montero- We have done it by sections as they are being built.

Carlos Pefia- | believe that is on our website. We have sections not only here but in El
Paso County that have been certified by us.

Public- What is the entire budget?



Rodolfo Montero- Our budget for this is area is about $2 million.

Carlos Pefia- There are two types of funding. There is O&M funding and Construction
funding. What you are talking about is Construction and that changes every year depending on
Congress.

Public- The stimulus money you got for raising all these levees, is that all gone now?

Rodolfo Montero- Yes, it is already allocated.

Carlos Pefia- We have two pots of money. We have the Recovery Act money and we
have the allocations for construction.

Other Issues:
Dr. DeYoe was selected as the Mercedes Citizens Forum Co-Chair replacing Mr. Donnie
Valdez.

Suggested Future Agenda Items
1. Weslaco Engineering Office: To discuss the levee rehabilitation projects being worked on
and the progress of each.

If there are other issues/projects you would like to hear, please email the Lower Rio Grande
Field Office at Rodolfo.montero@ibwc.gov or sally.spener@ibwc.gov

Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, April 10, 2013.

*Meeting notes are tentative and summarize, in draft, the contents and discussion of Citizens
Forum Meetings. While these notes are intended to provide a general overview of Citizens
Forum Meetings, they may not necessarily be accurate or complete, and may not be
representative of USIBWC policy or positions.



