ational Boundary and Water Commissi
~ United States |

- IBWC HISTORY, MISSION,
PROJECTS

January 11, 2012
Sally Spener, Public Affairs Officer
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The International Boundary and Water
Commission, United States and Mexico, is

‘| responsible for applying the boundary and water
treaties between the two countries and settling
differences that arise in their application.

Excellence through teamwork.



| Boundary anc Nater Commissi

7_ H |sto

Rl g century treatles

Focused on estabhshmg and
demarcating the |nternat|onal
boundary

Established rules for resolvmg
boundary dlsputes due to shifting:
boundary rivers

Established temporary
commissions to demarcate and
resolve boundary disputes

Permanent commission
e_stablished in_ 1889

Excellence through teamwork.



t 3oundary and Water Commissi
\&_7 : ~ United States i

‘Convention

| | Dist_ributidn between IVIexico_
and the U.S. of the waters of
the Rio Grande in El Paso-Juarez

U.S. to deliver 60 kaf/yr

Proportional reduction in . — ™
| delijveries in case of e _ B e
extraordinary drought 2

Water stored in Elephant Butte
Dam, NM . '

~ Water diverted by Mexico at
International Dam g

International am '.

Excellence through teamwork.



International Boundary and Water Commission
United States Section

?

Stabilized the boundary in the El Paso-Juarez Valley
Stréightened the river chénnel | |
Flood control levees in both countries

Rio Grande Rectification Project

The meandering
river channel was
straightened.

Excellence through teamwork.



* United States
r reatyb 3ra nde

| .I\/IeX|co dellvers water to the U. S Ft. thman to Gulf.

U.S. receives 1/3 of the waters arrlvmg in the Rio
Grande from 6 Mexican tributaries - -

“Minimum annual average of 350 kaf in cycles of 5 yrs
Mexico incurred a deficit in deliveries in the 1990s

Treaty authorized construction of up to three storage
~dams on Rio Grande; only 2 were built -

Excellence through teamwork.



International Boundary and Water Commission
United States Section

3944 Water Treaty — Mx Tributaries

~Fort Quitman

Conchos Tl ‘ Y, AMISTAD DAM
<o) San Rodrigo
: ‘N‘G“E‘ Escondido

an Diego~__ e Eagle Pass

Laredo

V Salado

" _“J“NFALCON DAM

o E. Sa# Antonio
§
S
™~
(&)
N
(s

SAN GABRH5
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1944ater Colorado Rlver

kS 10 deIi'ver to Mexico a volume of 1.5 maf/yr '.
‘When there are surplus waters, U.S. to deliver to Mexico a total

volume of up to 1.7 maf/yr
In extraordinary drought, Mexico reduced in proportion to U.S.

Colorado River at NIB -

Excellence through teamwork.



i Relocated the Rio Grande in a concrete I|ned channeI through:-
‘central El Paso-Juarez | |

Resolved a century long boundary dlspute

President Adolfo Lopez
Mateos Channel

s Excellence through feamwork.



| Boundary anc Nater Commissi
~ United M

| Bou nda ry Treaty

" IBWC to mamtaln the Rio Grande and Colorado Rlver
as the international boundary .

Boundary is middle of the channel occupied by
normal flow or middle of the channel which in normal
~ flows has the greatest average width over its Iength

IBWC to delineate the boundary on maps

IBWC may stabilize or rectify the channel (numerous
rectifications carried out)

- Prohibits construction of works that would obstruct or
deflect normal or flood flows

Excellence through teamwork.



International Boundary and Water Commission
United States Section

IBWC M ilnutes

Decisions of the Commission
are recorded in the form of
Minutes

Minutes are binding
agreements of the IBWC
intended to implement treaty.

They take effect once approved

IBWC Commissioners and
by the U.S. Department of State Secretaries sign Min. 318

and Mexico’s Foreign Affairs
Ministry

Excellence through teamwork.



STRUCTURE PER 1944 TREATY

WATER COMMISSION

MEXICAN
SECTION

¢ Mexican Commissioner
| *Secretary
eTwo Principal Engineers

eLegal Adviser

UsS
SECTION

eUS Commissioner
eSecretary
eTwo Principal Engineers

eLegal Adviser




United States Section

FieId»Offices

International Boundary and Water Commission

Amistad

San Diego Yuma  Nogales Up. Rio Grande Presidio

Falcon L. Rio Grande
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- nited States |

~ Boundary De

marcation

v

| U.S. and Mexican Se"ction_s of IBWC jointly"dete_rmine" |
location of the boundary and demarcate the
boundary

- 258 principal monuments between El Paso, TX-Cd.
Juarez, Chih. and the Pacific Ocean |

Hundreds of intermediate boundary markers

Boundary demarcation plaques at ports of
- entry/international bridges |

IBWC responsible for maintaining the monuments

Excellence through teamwork.



ndary and Water Commissi
~United M

: o "3"1 T - e : I '
Monument No. 123, Nogales Boundary demarcation at

Tecate Port of Entry

Excellence through teamwork.



F=T Nl =T F=1 -

30 Nater Com
~ United States '

- IBWC mamtams 3 mternatlonal bridges

Cordova International-Bridge of the Americas (El Paso- Juarez)'
Tornillo, TX-Guadalupe, Chih. “Fabens Brldge
Ft. Hancock TX-EI Porvenlr Ch|h

SR WX - Fabens Bridge

Excellence through teamwork.



3oundary and Water Com

Uni ed States

Sanltatlon

1944 Treaty authorlzes
Commission to give preferentlal
attention to the solution of all
border sanitation problems”
3 international wastewater
treatment plants

Nogales (Arizona)

South Bay (California) -

'Nu_jevo Laredo (Tjamaulip'aS)

Nog&lés IWTP

Excellehce through téamwork.



d Water Com

- i ecl States

Wate r uxa li

"Treatles do not regulate water quallty

IBWC has conducted binational water
quality studies with partners from
.both countrles

‘Working on binational water quallty
database -

Texas Clean Rivers Program for the
‘Rio Grande conducts regular |
‘monitoring and publishes reports

Excellehce through téamwork.



| Boundary and Water Commissi
\&_7 ~ United States Secti

Reserv

Two international storage dams
on the Rio Grande

Reservoirs store water for use
by both countries and provide
- flood control |

Each country has hydroelectric
power plants

Power is generated equally
- regardless of national
ownership of water releases

Excellence through teamwork.



I Boundary anc Nater Commissi

Reserv0|rs

- Amistad Dam .
Builtin 1969
Located at Del Rio, TX-
Cd. Acufia, Coahuna

| ~Falcon Dam | | |
BUIIt in 1954 - e Amistad Dam

Located at Falcon Helghts TX-
Nva. Cd. Guerrero, Coah."

Combined conservation
- capacity of over 5 maf

Falcon Dam

Excellence through teamwork.



| Boundary anc Nater Commissi
~ United M

Flood Cont r0|

=4 USIBWC Flood Control Projects
- Tijuana River — San Diego, CA

Upper Rio Grande — Southern New Mexico and West Texas
Presidio — Big Bend area of Texas

Lower Rio Grande — near McAllen, Harlingen, Brownsville

Rio Grande flood at El Paso- Cd. Juarez .
9/4/2006

Excellence through teamwork.



INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION,
| UNITED STATES AND MEXICO |
UNITED STATES SECTION

www.ibwc.gov

sally.spener@ibwc.gov

(915) 832-4175



